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EXTRATERRESTRIAL TAXA AND THEIR NOMENCLATURE P. Palik (Budapest)
The discovery of indigenous microfossils in meteorites (Claus and Nagy 1961) poses some problems as to their nomenclature. (One must add here that it is irrevelant how many such forms are really indigenous and thus truly extraterrestrial, as the occurrence of a single individual of real extraterrestrial origin would make the applicability of our Code -worked out only for terrestrial formsquestionable.) Even if the forms described by Claus and Nagy (loc. cit. and 1962a) later prove to be terrestrial contaminants, which in view of the fact of their repeated and independent findings by different authors seems to be a remote possibility, the time is not too far distant when undoubtedly extraterrestrial life forms will be collected and brought back to the Earth from other celestial bodies. Among such forms there will undoubtedly be representatives of the plant kingdom. The Botanical Code worked out solely for terrestrial forms thus should be made complete and amended with provisions for the describing and naming of extraterrestrial taxa.
The only proposal put forth so far to amend the Code with such provisions originates from Claus and Nagy (1962b) . In my opinion these proposals are correct and could be incorporated into the Code with one minor change: and this is the question of starting points. Claus and Nagy (1962b) choose 1 October 1961 for the starting point of naming extraterrestrial taxa arguing that this is the date of their "first unofficial report on extraterrestrial fossils found in the Orgueil meteorite" (Claus and Nagy 1962b, p. 161) . However, they themselves admit that their report is unofficial thus it can hardly be accepted as a valid publication. The first valid description of extraterrestrial taxa occurred in their subsequent paper in April 1962 (Claus and Nagy 1962a). Thus, I would propose to choose April 1, 1962 as the starting point for the naming of extraterrestrial taxa (proposal 40). Claus and Nagy (1962b) . This point is a rather debated question among paleobotanists. Those working with algae favour the retention of obligatory Latin diagnoses in their descriptions while workers in other groups are plainly against Latin. As the extraterrestrial forms reported so far seem to resemble algae, where in certain cases it is impossible to decide whether or not an extinct or extant form is present, I would favour th acceptance of the required Latin diagnoses, as proposed by Claus and Nagy (1962b) in the description of extraterrestrial taxa.
Another point of some consideration is the question of the required Latin diagnoses as proposed by

